
The C-130 Hercules is the United States military’s tactical workhorse and operates as a strategic airlift 
platform for dozens of international allies. Field Aerospace has a decades-long history of modifying and 
maintaining this critical airlift resource. We have worked both at home and abroad, across many C-130 
variants, including the C-130B, C-130E, MC-130P, MC-130W, and the C-130H.

Completed C-130 upgrades and modifi cations include:

• Programmed Depot Maintenance 
• Autopilot – Dual FCS 105 Flight Control System
• Collins ADI-55V Attitude Director
• Collins HIS-45 Horizontal Situation Indicator
• Collins ALT-4000 Radio Altimeter
• ADS-86A Air Data System
• ANT-52 Antenna

• Litton LTN-92 Upgraded with GPSIM
• Litton-LTN-2012 Global Navigation System
• GNSSU Antenna
• Honeywell ETCAS
• Enhanced Mode S Transponder
• Ground Proximity Warning System (GPWS)
• Outer Pylon Mounts

Contact us today to learn how 
our C-130 expertise can keep 
your fl eet mission-ready.
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Getting the Hercules Back in Shape
The US Air Force runs its entire C-130 fleet  through an upkeep package referred to as 
Programmed Depot Maintenance (PDM). Field began work on a 21-year-old aircraft that 
due to monetary and political constraints, had missed 4 major overhauls and had no PDM’s 
performed in its lifetime.

The aircraft had to make a 5-day journey to be inducted into the Oklahoma City facility. Field 
Aerospace provided 4 instructors to guide the client’s crew across the entire Pacific. Every day 
brought another system failure and maintenance was required to proceed. The PDM became not 
just depot maintenance, but a complete refurbishment. The work was complicated by the fact that 
without access to the US technical order system, none of the Time Compliance Technical Orders 
(TCTO) had been conducted in over 15 years. 

We completed a total of 17 TCTO’s and 4 Isochronal Inspections, simultaneously with the PDM 
upkeep. This effort required major structural work, including replacing the left and right sloping 
longerons, 12 upper and 9 lower caps, and 6 chine plates. Finally, 8 rainbow fittings and 9 corner 
fittings had to be replaced to make the Hercules airworthy again.

The refurbished C-130 departed Oklahoma and was returned to service where it continues to be 
utilized for a variety of missions, including tactical airdrop, VIP transport, search and rescue, and even 
cloud seeding. This project greatly extended the life of a mission-critical aircraft for this US ally.


